
WOMEN EMPOWERED

WE Connect
Creating community through peer

connections, mentorship, and educational
opportunities to advance your business.

A program of 1628 Ltd. coworking



Founded in 2016, 1628 is a curated coworking space that
inspires productivity. Conveniently located in downtown
Cincinnati, 1628 offers coworking, private offices, dedicated
desks, conference rooms, and event spaces. Our facility is
curated with locally sourced art that is designed to inspire and
drive productivity. 

Your health and safety are our top priority. Therefore, we have
implemented policies to help us prevent the spread of
Coronavirus (COVID-19) and limit the impact on our community.
Learn more on our website here.

Women Empowered
Women Empowered, a program of 1628, was founded in
January 2020 and is dedicated to being the area’s premier
inclusive leadership initiative that empowers women-identifying
entrepreneurs and self-starters by creating a thriving
community of mentorship, professional development, and
support in a centralized physical and digital hub. 

Through coworking, workshops, and networking, Women
Empowered meets the needs of women-owned businesses by
creating opportunity, access, and ultimately reduces barriers to
education and capital—growing Cincinnati’s business
community through the power of working together.

About 1628 Ltd. 

info@1628Ltd.com | 513.320.259611 Garfield Place, Cincinnati, Ohio 45202

Curated Coworking
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https://1628ltd.com/coworking/
https://1628ltd.com/category/1628-art-exhibits/
https://1628ltd.com/1628s-health-and-safety-policy/
https://www.women-empowered.com/
http://1628ltd.com/


WE Connect is a 6-month mastermind program built to support women
owned businesses and goal-oriented professionals. Mastermind groups are
unlike any other business tool—groups are formed to fit your needs and
align individuals who find themselves in alike situations with similar
interests. Not only does this allow for a better connection among members,
but learning opportunities are more strategic and targeted compared to any
other networking-type group. 

With WE Connect, you will find a community of diverse-minded
professionals to help support and serve as an advocate to you as you
achieve your business goals. It is an opportunity to amplify community—
this isn’t about doing business alone. Your mastermind group will be there
for you along the way.

Interested? Come join us!  Reserve Your Spot TODAY!

What is WE Connect?
Why Should You Join?
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https://1628ltd.typeform.com/to/IEt1P1ES


Meet the Organizers

Colleen O'Connor
WE Program Manager

Tamara Schwarting
Founder and Owner of 1628 Ltd.

Founder and CEO of 1628 Ltd, curated coworking. She is the visionary behind the Women
Empowered program, and a serial supporter of women-owned businesses, entrepreneurs,
creatives and the culinary arts. She is a strategic thinker, negotiator, and urbanist with a
background in Pharmaceutical Science. With over 20 years of experience, and as a Procter &
Gamble alum and a current Kroger executive, her work goes beyond operating a coworking
facility. Tamara has expertise in supply chain management and strategic procurement with core
areas of focus in: supplier/client relationship management; sourcing strategies; competitive
bidding & negotiation and commercial agreements. A contributor to Forbes, she writes on
leadership, negotiation, professional practices, and issues in business.

With over 15 years experience working in curriculum and workforce development in the arts
and with regional entrepreneurs, Colleen helped support creating the Women Empowered
program from the ground up.  Prior to joining 1628 Ltd. she led the Creative Enterprise and
Talent Development programs at ArtWorks, which included a 9-week incubator program,
Co.Starters, which trained over 400 regional creative entrepreneurs and a 10-week accelerator
program culminating in a shark-tank style pitch night sponsored by U.S. Bank, Big Pitch. 
 Through this work she has a deep-bench for industry specialists, training experts, and has a
history of developing strategic partnerships and relationships that are symbiotic, innovative, and
resource generating for the benefit of small businesses.
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About The Program
Program Plan
WE Connect's 6-month program
contains 12 sessions, 2x per month of
curated workshops and facilitated
small group meetings. Participants can
use the curriculum-focused workshop
as a launching point for conversation
in the facilitated small group meeting
along with member's thoughts, needs,
problems and feedback on a big idea.
Through education and peer-support
this mastermind is like no other.

Workshop Topics
Workshops will cover a wide variety of
topics so that you may become more
well-rounded and help your business
grow. From marketing and finance tips to
legal advice, the curated content and
curriculum will offer plenty of
resourceful subjects to aid you and your
business in any stage.  All workshops will
be facilitated by regional experts who
are leaders in their field.

Group Dynamics
Interested members will be assigned to groups based
on similar personal and professional goals. This
allows each member to relate and form more
intimate relationships to further their business
together.

Interested in becoming a mastermind facilitator?
Reach out to Program Manager Colleen O'Connor at
colleen@1628ltd.com for more information.
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http://1628ltd.com/


Application
How to Apply
The WE connect application is available through our
website and will be open until October 13th. The
application process is simple, and will help us understand
the most beneficial group to place you as well as
understanding your goals for completing the 6-month
program. Applicants who are accepted will be responsible
for the $150 program fee to participate.

Commitment
Masterminds truly work when all of its members are
dedicated to showing up and participating. Your fellow
group members rely on you to support them and be an
advocate in their business endeavors. Members are
expected to show up for the twice-a-month sessions with a
total commitment to about 3-5 hours per month.
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https://1628ltd.typeform.com/to/IEt1P1ES


Month
Meeting
Subject Description

October

January

February

November

December

Trust Building
Retreat

Marketing
& PR

Strategic Revenue 
Growth, Capital, 

Alternative Resources

Representing Your
Brand and Company

Goal Setting and
Strategic Planning

Legal Considerations

Leadership Succession
Planning

Build relationships among group members
Get to know everyone
Understand what each person is seeking to gain from
the program

Understand best marketing practices
Learn how to network with editors and get published

Learn how to spend money to make money
Understand smart saving
Discover venture capital and other funding resources

Practice pitching your business to executives and other
people
Create the three pillars of your brand

Learn how to prioritize for your benefit
Gain key time management and strategic planning skills
Learn how to set goals

Know how to handle a legal situation
What to do in the case of a lawsuit
Resources

Understand how to create an easy transition of power
Know how to plan ahead and what you might need when
it's time to succeed

Workshop Dates

October 20 2021
6:00 p.m.

November 17 2021
12:00 p.m.

December 15 2021
12:00 p.m.

January 19 2022
12:00 p.m.

February 16 2022
12:00 p.m.

March 16 2022
12:00 p.m.

April 20 2022
12:00 p.m.

Curriculum
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What Our
Members Say

"1628 has been incredible & innovative
as a professional resource during such

a challenging time. 
-

Thank you for all the hard work and
value you bring to the community."

-WE Workshop Attendee
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FAQ
Do mastermind groups work?

Mastermind groups have been proven effective to help you
improve your business through collaboration, more personal
support, and increased accountability to achieve your
professional goals. Learn more here.

How will the mastermind groups and workshops be

conducted?

Currently, we are planning for all workshops to be hosted
virtually through the end of 2021 via Zoom.  Our small
mastermind groups have the option to meet over Zoom or to
utilize 1628Ltd. which has ample room to offer social
distancing
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When will participants be notified?

All applicants will be notified 2-3 days upon receipt of

application

Where do I park for 1628?

Street/metered parking, surface lots, and garages are all
available within 1-2 blocks of our facility.

How much does it cost to join?

We charge $150 for applicants to join.

Additional Questions? Email Program Manager, Colleen
O'Connor at Colleen@1628ltd.com

https://www.thesuccessalliance.com/what-is-a-mastermind-group/#:~:text=A%20mastermind%20group%20helps%20you,more%20importantly%2C%20to%20accomplish%20them.&text=Facilitators%20are%20the%20secret%20to,fail%20because%20of%20poor%20leadership.

